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PREFACE


This CoCo Project Handbook is the consolidated report of seven internal deliverables from the EDI-link work package. Together they constitute an extensive reference for the CoCo participants as well as for participants in EDI projects in general. 


The different chapters of the handbook and the responsible CoCo participant is shown in the table below. The CoCo Project Overview is issued as a separate booklet. Some chapters of the handbook are of non-technical type, and these are mainly intended for regional project managers and regional participants. Other chapters are more technical oriented and are mainly intended for sw developers, sw vendors and network suppliers (VANS operators).
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The Handbook is only one part of the EDI-link. The other parts consists of the standards and tools and the education for use of these. The table below shows these tasks and the responsible CoCo participants.
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The content


The handbook gives a comprehensive view over the implementation process seen partly from a project manager view and partly from a technical point of view. However, it is intended that each section could be read independently. This means that some subjects have been recapitulated in different chapters, but described in a different context or from a different viewpoint (technical/non-technical).


Chapter 1, The regional project guide, provides the regional EDI project guidelines for CoCo and describes a framework for developing and undertaking the regional EDI projects.  It is intended to allow regional projects to adopt the components appropriate to meeting local objectives, whilst ensuring no work is duplicated to meet the strategic objectives of CoCo. Whilst being primarily focused on EDI project management this chapter it also makes extensive reference to other deliverables within this and the other seven link work packages within CoCo. The CoCo project also provide a template for the regional project descriptions. This Wizard for MS Words makes it easier for the regional pilots to make their project initiation document.


Chapter 2, The technical communication guide, provides an introduction and guide to message handling services and their use within CoCo. It seeks to educate, inform and direct the reader on a number of technical aspects of electronic messaging and data communication networks relevant to the development of Regional Health Care Data Networks as envisaged and promoted by the CoCo Project. Some historical information on the development and standardisation of electronic messaging is included in the expectation that the reader’s interest will be enhanced.


Chapter 3, The EDIFACT messaging guide, provides the EDIFACT messaging guide for CoCo and is a non-technical  guide for regional project managers, pilot site participants and software vendors. It contains 


An introduction to Regional health Care Networks. The components of a Regional Health Care Network are briefly explained: the standards, the tools and the electronic mailbox.


An introduction to the standardisation work. One section explains why standards - and especially EDIFACT standards should be used. Another section describes the organisation of the international standardisation work.


An introduction to EDI and EDIFACT, with an example of an EDIFACT message for prescriptions.


The selected standards and the standardisation process in CoCo.





Chapter 4,  The multimedia messaging guide, aims to be a guideline for regional project managers, software developers and suppliers and Value Added Network (VAN) suppliers. It presents the use of multimedia in healthcare, specially applied to the CoCo regions, and describes the general characteristics of the multimedia gateway to be implemented in the regions.


The chapter contains:


a general introduction to multimedia and multimedia in healthcare.


a multimedia standard review 








the usage of multimedia in the regional healthcare network together with the application areas in the CoCo regions.


a description of the Multimedia gateway 





Chapter 5, The security guide,  provides the regional EDI security guidelines and provides a framework for regional projects, however it does not give a comprehensive nor detailed description of all the issues introduced. The chapter's main objective is to indicate how and to which extent, existing and standardised (EDI message) security techniques, security infrastructure (in terms of Trusted Third Parties), Codes of Connections, common Security Polices and Codes of Conduct for the individual, collectively can facilitate the pursuing of the principles of the (1995) EU Directive on the protection of individuals, in health care telematics projects.


Chapter 6, The standardisation tools guide, describes a framework for implementing EDIFACT messages in the regions The Standardisation Tools Guide will also enable the regions to manage their implementations of EDIFACT messages to the adjacent mail-box services. The Standardisation Tools Guide is focused on four main areas:


The main components of an EDI based application


Functional requirements for the EDI-module and the addressing system


Requirements for the EDI-simulator


The EDIFACT MIG documentation system.





Chapter 7, Supplier guide, provides a guide to CoCo for suppliers. The early sections of this chapter provide information about the strategic aims of CoCo and the project management structure. These are intended to give potential suppliers an understanding of the broader environment within which the EDI implementation is taking place in. The following sections of the chapter then go in to more detail about the specific products and services that CoCo will use. This is intended to provide potential suppliers with some of the technical material they are likely to require. It is anticipated that this information will assist suppliers in gaining a rapid understanding of the aims and activities of CoCo, and will allow CoCo to leverage each supplier’s range of technical skills and product knowledge.
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